Key Provisions: Utah House Bill-48
1. County Responsibilities and Fees (Section 17-16-22)
•	Counties must:
•	Enter cooperative agreements with the Division of Forestry, Fire, and State Lands.
•	Annually evaluate and classify “high risk wildland urban interface property.”
•	Starting January 1, 2026, assess an annual fee on owners of high-risk WUI properties.
•	Retain a portion of the fee for administrative costs; the rest goes to the Wildland-Urban Interface Prevention, Preparedness, and Mitigation Fund.
•	May place a lien on properties for unpaid fees. 

2. Insurance Regulations (Section 31A-22-1310)
•	Insurers must:
•	Use the state wildfire risk assessment mapping tool to determine high-risk properties.
•	May use additional fire hazard data if compliant with the tool’s boundary and state regulations.
•	Insurers must disclose reasons for:
•	Policy cancellation or nonrenewal due to wildfire risk.
•	Premium increases exceeding 20%.
•	Enforcement:
•	The Insurance Department can investigate violations and impose penalties.
•	Provides immunity for the state, division, and counties from lawsuits arising from these determinations.



3. Building Codes and Local Government Compliance (Section 65A-8-203)
•	Counties and municipalities must:
•	Adopt and enforce the Wildland Urban Interface Building Code.
•	Comply with evaluation and fee provisions.
•	The Division may withhold wildfire cost coverage if local governments fail to adopt the code.
•	The Division maintains the Wildfire Risk Assessment Mapping Tool, which defines high-risk WUI boundaries.
•	Counties must adopt any new state WUI standards within two years of issuance.

4. Wildland-Urban Interface Program (Sections 65A-8-401 to 403)
•	Establishes definitions:
•	“High risk wildland urban interface property.”
•	“Wildland urban interface coordinator.”
•	“Triage scale” (three levels rating property preparedness).
•	The Division will:
•	Implement a triage-based evaluation system for high-risk properties.
•	Set annual fees based on structure size and risk level.
•	Maintain a database (by 2028) accessible to insurers showing property risk classifications.
•	Rulemaking authority covers definitions, evaluations, communications, insurer access, and fee structure.




5. Wildland-Urban Interface Prevention, Preparedness, and Mitigation Fund (Section 65A-8-215)
•	Fund sources:
•	County-assessed WUI fees.
•	Legislative appropriations and participation payments.
•	Used to:
•	Support prevention and preparedness projects.
•	Issue fire department grants (up to 10% of fund per year).
•	Cover catastrophic wildfire costs if necessary.

6. Immunity (Section 63G-7-201)
•	Grants legal immunity to:
•	The Division of Forestry, Fire, and State Lands.
•	Counties and their WUI coordinators.
•	The Insurance Department.
•	Covers actions related to evaluation, classification, or implementation under H.B. 48.
